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Foreword 

The Femicide Census has identified 121 
women who had been killed by a man or 
where a man had been charged with her 
murder or manslaughter in 2022. 98 cases 
of women killed have to date resulted in a 
murder or manslaughter conviction; 12 men 
had killed themselves after the killing, four 
died while awaiting trial, one was 
considered legally responsible for the death 
of a woman who killed herself, and one 
following a trial of fact, and charges were 
dropped against two men, one because of 
his age and infirmity. There are three cases 
outstanding. Two men were charged in 
2022 and are still awaiting trial. These 
protracted criminal cases with over two 
years’ delay leads to immeasurable pain for 
families and friends. There is also an 
additional case for which no charges had 
been brought until April 2025 when four 
men were charged with the murder of one 
woman with a trial date set for October 
2025.  

The Femicide Census reports on cases 
where there is a judicial conclusion which 
holds a man responsible for a woman’s 
death. This was not the case for Kiena 
Dawes who died by suicide in 2022 but 
named her partner as the reason for her 
actions. The trial of the man accused of 
being responsible for her death was 
delayed until the start of 2025. He was 
found guilty of assault and coercive control 
and sentenced to six and a half years in 
prison but acquitted of manslaughter. His 
acquittal means that we have not been able 
to include Kiena’s name amongst those 
women killed in 2022, nor the data relating 
to her, her death and the man accused of 
causing her death in our data. We are 
troubled that this leaves an abusive man 
free of any legal responsibility for causing a 
woman’s death. Roisin Hunter Bennett, also 
died by suicide in 2022, but has been 
included in our 2022 report and data 

because her family successfully challenged 
the coroner’s report into her death, 
resulting in a finding that the emotional 
abuse Roisin received from her ex-partner, 
led to her suicide.  

There have been earlier cases where the 
courts have found a man responsible for 
causing a woman’s suicide. In 2017, 
Nicholas Allen was jailed for manslaughter 
for causing the death of his partner Justene 
Reece earlier that year. This is the only case 
in the 15 years of data we have collected 
where there has been a successful 
manslaughter prosecution. Steven Gane 
was convicted of assault and coercive and 
controlling behaviour following the death 
by suicide of Kellie Sutton, but he was not 
prosecuted for manslaughter. In 2023, a 
second inquest jury returned a conclusion 
of ‘unlawful killing’, on the basis that the 
coercive and controlling behaviour was an 
‘unlawful act’ which had caused Kellie to 
take her own life and Gane’s actions 
amounted to unlawful act manslaughter.  
This followed the quashing of an earlier 
inquest that had returned a conclusion of 
suicide. The jury’s conclusion was the first 
‘unlawful killing’ conclusion in a case of a 
suicide death. Jessica Laverack died by 
suicide in 2018, but in in a landmark case in 
2022 the coroner ruled that the cause was 
domestic abuse, concluding the 
“underlying cause of her illness [was] 
domestic abuse” perpetrated by her 
partner of four years, Patrick Walsh. This is 
thought to have been the first time that a 
UK coroner explicitly made the link between 
suicide and domestic abuse and pre-dates 
the second inquest into the death of Kellie 
Sutton, who had died a year before Jessica.  

It remains possible then, that a future 
coroner’s report may make an explicit 
connection between Kiena Dawes’ death 
and the abuse that she suffered. However, 
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we should not have to depend on efforts of 
family members to hold abusive men 
responsible for women’s deaths for the 
judicial system to do its job. The previous 
Conservative government said that it had 
no plans to create a specific offence of 
manslaughter caused by controlling or 
coercive behaviour and that existing law 
can already cover such circumstances. In 
2024, a report by the National Police Chiefs 
identified 93 suspected victim suicides 
following domestic abuse between April 
2022 to March 2023.  Clearly existing law 
has not been widely utilised to identify, let 
alone hold the those behind these deaths 
to account. Change is needed to ensure 
abusive men face appropriate 
consequences for their choices and to 
prevent future harm to women.  

We have included one case from 2022 
which was originally investigated as a 
homicide, but due to the age and infirmity 
of the perpetrator he was not charged. The 
coroner ruled the case as an ‘accidental 
death’ though linked the woman’s death to 
violence she had endured in life. Judicial 

guidance on accidental deaths is very clear 
that it does not mean ‘no-one was to blame’. 
However, there are many women’s death 
where the circumstances are suspicious, but 
there is insufficient evidence, even 
sometimes a lack of appetite or professional 
curiosity to uncover evidence, which could 
lead to a criminal trial, or a Coroner’s verdict 
that links prior male violence to the death. 
These so-called ‘Hidden Homicides’ leave 
dangerous men at liberty and women at risk, 
as well as causing damage to the families of 
women fighting to get recognition that a 
crime has been committed and at the very 
least that a man should be held responsible 
for the death at an inquest.  

Across the world, nearly 89,000 women and 
girls were killed intentionally in 2022 
according to the United Nations. That figure 
represents the highest yearly number 
recorded in the past two decades. Data 
currently available for 2022 suggest that the 
increase in female homicides globally 
occurred despite a drop in the overall 
number of homicides. Our work is part of a 
global fight against femicide.  

 

Clarrie O’Callaghan  
Karen Ingala Smith 
 
 

 

In July 2025, Dale Cole was charged with the murder of 39-year-old Lisa Holland in 
October 2022. He was also charged with engaging in controlling/coercive behaviour 
in a relationship. The charge was made after our report had gone forward for 
production.  

This means that we have now identified 122 women who had been killed by a man or 
where a man had been charged with her murder or manslaughter in 2022. In the event 
that Cole is held responsible for the killing of Lisa Holland, they will be added to the 
database. However, their details are not included in the following report.
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Main Findings 

 
  

24 

23 121 

62 14 

25 

At least 25 women (40 % of 
those killed by intimate 
partner/former partner) were 
taking steps towards leaving 
or had left the relationship 

Fourteen women and girls 
were aged 25 and under when 
killed. At 12% of all victims, 
this is lower than the average 
for the 10 years between 2009 
and 2018 when the average 
was 17% 

Sixty-two (51%) women killed 
by men in 2022 were killed by 
a current or former intimate 
partner. The average between 
2009 and the end of 2021 is 
60% 

Twenty-four (20%) women were 
aged 66 years and over. This is 
significantly higher than the 
average of 14% of women 
killed between 2009 and 2018 

At least 121 women were killed 
by men or by a male suspect  

More women were killed by 
their son than by a stranger:  

• 12 (10%) women killed by men 
were killed by their sons. The 
average between 2009 and 
2021 is 12 (8.4%) 

• 11 (9%) women killed by men 
were killed by strangers 

The Victims 
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81 

85 

72% 

65 

In most cases (72%) men used 
one method of violence to kill 

A sharp instrument was used 
in the killing of 65 women 
(53%). This has consistently 
been the most common 
method used in men’s fatal 
violence against women. Men 
used the brute force of their 
bodies in the killings of 20 
women (17%) by kicking, 
hitting and stamping a woman 
to death. 20% of woman 
killings (24 women) involved 
strangulation and 7% (9 
women) involved asphyxiation 

Eighty-four women (70%) of 
women were killed in their 
home, either their own or the 
home they shared with the 
perpetrator. One woman was 
killed in sheltered housing. A 
further 4 women (3%) were 
killed in a house where 
ownership was not disclosed, 
and 7 women (6%) were killed 
in the perpetrator’s home  

Evidence of ‘overkilling’ (the 
use of excessive, gratuitous 
violence beyond that necessary 
to cause the victim’s death) was 
found in at least 81 (67%) of 
deaths. There was evidence of 
violation of a deceased 
woman’s body in 25 femicides 

 

The Femicides 
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19 

71 

109 4 

12+ 

74 

12 

7 

Seventy-one men (57%) were 
known to have histories of 
violence against women 
and/or were subject to 
monitoring or restrictions by a 
statutory agency at the time 
they killed a woman 

There were indications of 
problematic substance use in 
19 men (15%) 

Consistently with previous 
years, men who kill women 
have a different age profile to 
that of the women they kill. 
Only 7 men who killed women 
(6%) were aged over 66 years 

One hundred and nine men 
(87% of all who killed, 98% of 
those charged) were charged 
with murder, double or 
multiple murder. Two men 
(1.6 % of all killers, 1.8% of 
those charged) were charged 
with manslaughter or culpable 
homicide 

The Killers Twelve men (10%) killed 
themselves when they killed a 
woman or women or before 
being charged 

Seventy-four men (70%) who 
had been charged with murder 
were found guilty of murder, 
18 men (17%) who had been 
charged with murder were 
found guilty of the lesser 
charge of manslaughter 

Men found guilty of one 
murder were handed 
sentences between 12.5 and 
over 40 years. The 5 men who 
were handed sentences of over 
40 years for the unrelated 
killings of two women were 
also found guilty of multiple 
additional charges. Three men 
who were found guilty of 
double or multiple murders 
were handed sentences of 30 
to over 40 years 

Four men (3%) were subject to 
indefinite hospital orders or 
detained under the Mental 
Health Act 
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Femicide Census Data 2022 
 

The Femicide Census collects and 
collates data relating to women who 
have been killed by men in the UK and 
the men who have killed them.  

In 2022, we have documented at least 
121 women who were killed by men or 
by a male suspect. This includes three 
cases where a man has been charged 
with murder but at the time of writing, 
his trial has not concluded.  

In addition, at least two UK women were 
killed by men abroad. These two 
women are not included in the analysis 
below. 

The table below shows the deaths of 
women that we have recorded since 
2009. Any changes to numbers 
published in previous reports reflect 
newly emerging information. 

 

 
 

Number of Femicides per Calendar Year 2009-2022 
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Police Force Data 
  

Police force area Total no. of femicides11 

Metropolitan Police 25 

Scotland 9 

West Yorkshire 8 

Merseyside 8 

West Midlands 6 

Greater Manchester 4 

Northern Ireland 4 

Essex 3 

Gloucestershire 3 

Hampshire 3 

Kent 3 

West Mercia 3 

Norfolk 3 

Northumbria 3 

Nottinghamshire 3 

South Yorkshire 3 

Lancashire 2 

Derbyshire 2 

Durham 2 

Dyfed-Powys 2 

Humberside 2 

North Wales 2 

Northamptonshire 2 

South Wales 2 

Sussex 2 

Thames Valley 2 

Avon & Somerset 1 

Bedfordshire 1 

Cambridgeshire 1 

Cleveland 1 

Dorset 1 

Gwent 1 

Lincolnshire 1 

North Yorkshire 1 

Staffordshire 1 

Suffolk 1 

Total  121 
 

Police Force Area 
 

 

 

1 The Femicide Census recorded femicides in 39 police force areas in 2022.  
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Police force area Total no. of femicides22 

Merseyside 0.557 

Gloucestershire 0.459 

Dyfed-Powys 0.385 

West Yorkshire 0.336 

Norfolk 0.324 

Durham 0.313 

North Wales 0.290 

Metropolitan Police 0.281 

Nottinghamshire 0.257 

Northamptonshire 0.252 

West Mercia 0.228 

South Yorkshire 0.215 

Humberside 0.212 

Northern Ireland 0.209 

Northumbria 0.204 

West Midlands 0.203 

Derbyshire 0.187 

Cleveland 0.172 

Gwent 0.169 

Scotland 0.165 

Essex 0.159 

Kent 0.159 

South Wales 0.150 

Hampshire 0.148 

Bedfordshire 0.139 

Greater Manchester 0.137 

Suffolk 0.130 

Lancashire 0.128 

Lincolnshire 0.128 

Dorset 0.127 

North Yorkshire 0.120 

Sussex 0.116 

Cambridgeshire 0.110 

Staffordshire 0.087 

Thames Valley 0.078 

Avon & Somerset 0.056 
 

Rate of Femicide 

 

 

  

 
2 The annual rate of 2022 femicides was calculated by dividing the number of femicides per police force area by 
the average population for that police force area. The result was multiplied by 100,000 to estimate the annual rate 
of femicide for each police force area. The average annual rate of femicide for each police force area is based on 
2021 population estimates, available: 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/policeforceareadatatables 
[accessed 17/10/24] 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/policeforceareadatatables
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Femicides 
 

Context of Violence 

In all 121 incidences of women being killed by men or where a man has been charged, 
we selected one or more contexts that were most relevant to the femicide. 
Percentages are calculated using 121 femicide cases as the denominator in order to 
reflect the prevalence of each context among victims. Since multiple contexts may be 
present in a single case, the total exceeds 100%." 

Context of Violence Number % of victims 

Domestic – Intimate Partner Violence 61 50% 

Mental Health 20 17% 

Domestic – Son-Mother 11 9% 

Dispute/Grudge/Revenge3 9 7% 

Unknown 7 6% 

Domestic – Extended Family 5 4% 

Financial Gain4 4 3% 

In the Course of Other Crime – Robbery or Burglary 4 3% 

IPV Collateral5 4 3% 

Sexually Motivated 4 3% 

Mistaken Victim 4 3% 

Rejected Advance 3 2% 

Mercy Killing 2 2% 

Problematic Substance Misuse 2 2% 

Prostitution/Pornography 2 2% 

Domestic – Father-Daughter 1 <1% 

‘Honour’ Killing 1 <1% 

In the Course of Other Crime – Other than Robbery or Burglary 1 <1% 

Symbolic Woman6 1 <1% 

Total 145 N/A 

 
3 Two perpetrators were neighbours of the victims; one perpetrator set fire to his neighbour’s home, killing the 
victim and her two children, over a ‘grievance’ about rubbish bags left in the alley way. 
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-nottinghamshire-65988132. 
https://www.sloughobserver.co.uk/news/national/20739445.murder-71-year-old-woman-outside-home-
completely-avoidable-tragedy/  
4 Two victims were killed by men with no known relationship to them, in the course of a burglary; one woman, 71, 
had been subjected to violence for a lengthy period of time in her own home. 
 https://www.mylondon.news/news/north-london-news/susan-hawkey-murder-howard-grant-27983127 
5 This refers to victims who were killed in the context of intimate partner violence but were not the partner of the 
perpetrator. 
6 This refers to victims where the perpetrator had a desire to harm or kill a woman or women due to ill feeling 
towards a particular woman, group of women or women/females in general.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-nottinghamshire-65988132
https://www.sloughobserver.co.uk/news/national/20739445.murder-71-year-old-woman-outside-home-completely-avoidable-tragedy/
https://www.sloughobserver.co.uk/news/national/20739445.murder-71-year-old-woman-outside-home-completely-avoidable-tragedy/
https://www.mylondon.news/news/north-london-news/susan-hawkey-murder-howard-grant-27983127
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Prostitution and the Sex Industry 

Two women were involved in the sex industry as women exploited through 
prostitution7. Both were killed by men who had engaged with them to pay for sex or 
sex acts. 

Another woman was a burlesque dancer, though there was no evidence presented to 
suggest this was a direct factor in relation to her killing8. 

 

  Location of incident No. of 
women 

% 

Victim's home 44 36% 

Victim/perpetrator's home 40 33% 

Outdoors: public area 8 7% 

Perpetrator's home 7 6% 

Garden/street outside victim's home 6 5% 

Unknown 4 3% 

House: no further information 4 3% 

Other victim's home 2 2% 

Other9 1 <1% 

Friend's home 1 <1% 

Perpetrator's workplace 1 <1% 

Relative's home 1 <1% 

Victim / perpetrator’s home: 
sheltered housing 

1 <1% 

Victim's workplace 1 <1% 

Total 121 100%  
 

Location of Incident 

In 70% of cases, women 
were killed in their home 
or home they shared with 
their partners. 

 

 

 

 
7 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cevjvx0nxyno 
8 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-edinburgh-east-fife-61408597 
9 One woman was killed outside the perpetrator’s home. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c80e9l9zy28o 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cevjvx0nxyno
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-edinburgh-east-fife-61408597
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c80e9l9zy28o
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Method of killing  Number of 
incidences 

% of total 
victims 

Sharp instrument 65 54% 

Strangulation 24 20% 

Kicking / hitting / stamping 20 17% 

Blunt instrument 12 10% 

Asphyxiation 9 7% 

Unknown (Info not publicly available 
/body not found /method could not 
be established)10 

6 5% 

Causing to fall against a hard surface / 
pushed or thrown from height 

5 4% 

Other – head injuries 4 3% 

Other – motor vehicle 4 3% 

Shooting (firearm) 4 3% 

Contributed to victim killing herself 1 <1% 

Arson – setting fire and causing death 
by fire 

1 <1% 

Burning or scalding 1 <1% 

Secondary cause resulting from assault 1 <1% 
 

Method of Killing 

Many femicides involved 
more than one method of 
killing, therefore the total 
number of methods used 
is greater than the 
number of femicides.  
 

 

 
 

  

 
10 Information was not publicly available in three cases. There are two cases where the body has not been found. 
Cause of death could not be established in one case due to how decomposed the body was.  
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Number of Methods used to Kill Total No. of Victims 

1 87 

2 25 

Unknown – Info not publicly available / 
body not found /cause of death not 
established 

5 

3 2 

N/A 1 

>4 1 

Total 121 
 

Number of Methods 
Used to Kill Victim 

 

 

Overkilling 

‘Overkilling’ is defined as the use of excessive, gratuitous violence beyond that 
necessary to cause the victim’s death11. There was evidence of overkilling in at least 
81 deaths (67%). At the time of writing, this is unknown in 11 cases (9%).  

Evidence of Sexual Violence  

There was evidence of sexual violence in at least 9 cases (7%)12.  

Violation of Body 

There was evidence of violation of a deceased victim’s body in 25 femicides (21%).  
We have recorded a violation where there is a deliberate intent to disrespect or 
dishonour the corpse over and above attempts to hide evidence; and/or post-death 
mistreatment beyond the act of killing that would be likely to be understood to be 
offensive or depraved by a reasonable person. Examples include, but are not limited 
to dismemberment, mutilation, and ‘sexual violation’ 13  

 
11 Mitchell, C., Anglin, A., (2009) Intimate Partner Violence: A Health-Based Perspective, p. 325, Oxford University Press. 
12  Sexual violence in femicides is under-identified. Evidence may not be recognised or recorded, charges may not be 
brought or followed through to conviction, therefore we believe this is an undercount.  
13 This year we have amended or criteria for examples of violation of the body. We have separated acts of violation and 
actions taken to conceal/cover or hide a body. This means our data for 2022 should not be compared to those of 
previous years. We will be reviewing all prior cases and will include the revised data in our forthcoming 15-year report. 

80.0%

21.0%

4.0%
2.0%

1.0% 1.0%
1 method

2 methods

3 methods

Unknown – Information not publically available / 
body not found / cause of death not established
4 methods

N/A
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Victim’s Relationship to Perpetrator  

In some cases, more than one man killed a woman. In others, a man or men killed 
more than one woman.  

Relationship Category Total % of all 
Victims 

Relationship to Perpetrator Total % of 
Relationship 

Category 

Intimate 62 51 Intimate partner 27 44 

 
  

Spouse 24 39 

 
  

Former Intimate Partner 10 16 

 
  

Former Spouse 1 2 

 
  

Total 62 100 

Immediate Family 13 11 Relative – Mother 12 92 

  
  

Relative – Daughter 1 8 

  
  

Total 13 100 

Extended Family 7 6 Relative – Grandmother 3 43 

  
  

Mother of Perpetrator's  
Ex-Partner 

1 14 

  
  

Mother of Perpetrator's 
Partner 

1 14 

  
  

Relative – Mother–in–Law 1 14 

  
  

Relative – Niece 1 14 

  
  

Total 7 100 

Known to Each Other 24 20 Acquaintance (Incl. Friend or 
Social Acquaintance) 

13 54 

  
  

Neighbour 3 13 

  
  

Housemate 2 8 

  
  

Escort/Prostituted Woman 1 4 

  
  

Fellow Care Home Resident 1 4 

  
  

First Contact 1 4 

  
  

Partner/Ex–Partner of Relative 1 4 

  
  

Relative of Partner/Ex–Partner 1 4    
Unknown 1 4 

  
  

Total 24 100 

No known relationship 11 9 Stranger 11 100    
Total 11 100 

Unknown  4 3 Unknown 3 75 

   Escort/Prostituted Woman 1 25 

  
  

Total 4 100 

Total 121 
 

  121 N/A 

More women were killed by their son (n=12, 10% of all victims) than by strangers 
(n=11, 9% of all victims.) 
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History of Abuse Reported (when known) Total 

Yes – Reported to Police 17 

Unknown 12 

Yes – Reported to Friends/Family Only 13 

None Found 10 

Yes – Reported to Unknown 2 

Yes – Known to MARAC 1 

Yes – Reported to Police Abroad 1 

Total 56 
 

History of Abuse 

In cases where there was 
known previous abuse 
(n=56) from the 
perpetrator to the victim, 
at least 61% (n=34) of 
victims disclosed this to 
statutory agencies or to 
friends and family. 

 

 
Of the 56 victims with 
known previous abuse 
from the perpetrator, the 
reported nature of the 
known abuse was 
captured in the table 
below. Many victims 
experience more than one 
form of abuse. 

 Nature of Previous Abuse Grand Total 

Emotional and Psychological 53 

Coercive Control 41 

Physical 27 

Threats 26 

Stalking and Harassment 18 

Financial 5 

Forced Marriage / Arranged Marriage 3 

Sexual 3 

Unknown 2 

Honour Based 1 

Isolation 1 

Polygamous Marriage 1 
 

 
  

Time Since Separation Total % of Victims 
Separated 

<01 month / Taken steps to separate  11 44% 

Unknown 6 24% 

12–36 months 3 12% 

03–06 months 2 8% 

01–03 months 1 4% 

06–12 months 1 4% 

36 months/3 years + 1 4% 

Total 25 100% 
 

Post-separation 
Killings 

In intimate partner 
femicides (n=62) , there 
were at least 25 victims 
who had taken steps to 
separate or who were 
separated from their former 
partner at the time of the 
killing. This represents 
40 % of all victims of 
intimate partner femicide. 
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Victims 

 
Age 

 

 

  Relationship to Perpetrator  Total % of all 
Victims 

Relative – Mother 7 6% 

Stranger 4 3% 

Relative – Grandmother 3 2% 

Spouse 3 2% 

Neighbour 2 2% 

Acquaintance 1 <1% 

Acquaintance – Friend or Social 
Acquaintance 

1 <1% 

Fellow Care Home Resident 1 <1% 

Relative – Mother-in-Law 1 <1% 

Unknown 1 <1% 

Total 24 20% 
 

Women aged 66+ 

At least 24 women killed 
were aged 66 or above 
(20% of all victims). 
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Country of Birth Total 

Believed to be UK (incl. Ireland/Scotland) 103 

India 4 

Unknown 3 

Italy 2 

Canada 1 

Dominican Republic 1 

Gambia 1 

Malawi 1 

Pakistan 1 

Poland 1 

Romania 1 

Somalia 1 

United States of America 1 

Total 121 
 

Country of Birth 

 

 

 
 
  

Occupation Number 

Unknown 48 

Pensioner/Retired 27 

Social Work/Healthcare/Charity 11 

Student 8 

Childcare/Social Care 4 

Educator 4 

Professional 4 

Business Owner 3 

Arts/Literature/Music 3 

Other – Sex Industry 2 

Cleaner 2 

Administrator 1 

Hospitality/Catering 1 

Hair/Beauty 1 

Retail 1 

Volunteer 1 

Total 121 
 

Occupation 

Media reports do not 
always include reference 
to victims’ employment/ 
occupation; this is 
unknown in respect of 48 
victims (40%). 
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  Children Under 18 Number 

No 83 

Yes 31 

Unknown 7 

Total 121 
 

Children Under 
18 Years 

This indicates where the 
victim had children of her 
own who were under 18-
years-old at the time of 
the femicide. 

 

 
  Use of Alcohol/Drugs at Time of Femicide Grand Total 

Alcohol 7 

Drugs & Alcohol 2 

Drugs 1 

Total 10 
 

Substance Use 

Regular use and/or 
problematic use was 
indicated in media reports 
and/or official documents 
in 2 cases. In 10 cases, 
victims had substances in 
their body at the time of 
the femicide. 

 

 

  Type Health Issues Number 

Physical health 11 

Alzheimer's and/or dementia 4 

Mental health 2 

Pregnant 2 

Other14 1 

Total 20 
 

Health 

Health needs were 
identified in 19 cases. 
Some women had more 
than one health issue (and 
some women had 
substance and/or alcohol 
difficulties and other 
health needs). 

 

 
 

 
14 One woman, Naomi Hunte, is reported as being ‘vulnerable’. However, at time of writing it is still unclear what 
this refers to. 
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  Disability Number 

Physical Impairment 5 

Chronic Disease 3 

Sensory Impairment 1 

Total 9 
 

Disability 

Eight women were 
identified as having at 
least one disability. 

 

 
 
 
Sexual Orientation 

No women were identified in media reports as lesbian or bisexual. 

 
 
  Other Victims No. of femicide victims 

Yes – Non-Fatal 12 

Yes –Fatal 11 

Yes – Children witnessed 4 

Yes – Pets 1 

Total 28 
 

Additional Victims 

In 25 cases of femicide, 
there were additional 
victims. Three women 
were killed as part of the 
same femicide incident.15 
During three of the 
femicides, five children 
were killed amongst the 
fatal victims. 

 

 

  

 
15 https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/sep/09/man-admits-stabbing-to-death-four-family-members-
london 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/sep/09/man-admits-stabbing-to-death-four-family-members-london
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/sep/09/man-admits-stabbing-to-death-four-family-members-london
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Perpetrators 

This data relates to 125 men convicted of killing a woman or women, or who are the 
principal suspect16 in the killing of a woman. We have also included men who have 
otherwise been found responsible for the killing through an inquest and also where 
the perpetrator killed himself or where a trial of facts has taken place instead of a 
criminal trial.  

This includes six suspects charged regarding the killings of three women where trials 
have not concluded. 

 
  

Age Band No. of 
Perpetrators 

% Round 

14–19 1 0.80 1 

20–29 31 24.80 25 

30–39 30 24.00 24 

40–49 25 20.00 20 

50–59 24 19.20 18 

60–69 9 7.19 7 

70–79 2 1.60 2 

80–89 2 1.60 2 

Unknown 1 0.80 <1 

Total 125 100.00 100 
 

Age 
 

 

 

 
16 At the time of writing, six men are awaiting trial in relation to three victims. All six men are charged with murder. 
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Country of birth  No. of 
perpetrators 

UK/Believed to be UK 98 

Unknown 10 

India 3 

Pakistan 2 

Romania 2 

Argentina 1 

Iran 1 

Italy 1 

Lithuania 1 

Malawi 1 

Nigeria 1 

Poland 1 

Sierra Leone 1 

Tunisia 1 

Turkey 1 

Total 125 
 

Country of Birth 

 

 

 
 
  Ethnicity Number 

Unknown 96 

White 18 

White North European 4 

White European 3 

White British 2 

Asian 1 

Black 1 

Total 125 
 

Ethnicity 

Ethnicity data has been 
collated from police 
Freedom of Information 
requests. Police provided 
information relating to 
ethnicity for 24 per cent 
of perpetrators. 
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  Occupation Number 

Unknown 81 

Pensioner/Retired 8 

Unemployed 8 

Student 4 

Trade (incl. manual trades) 4 

Other 3 

Education 2 

Factory Worker 2 

Hospitality/Catering 2 

Military / ex-military / retired military 2 

Royal Mail/Delivery/Lorry Driver 2 

Arts/Literature/Music 1 

Business owner / Company Director 1 

Cleaner 1 

Handyman 1 

IT 1 

Social Work/Healthcare/Charity 1 

Taxi Driver 1 

Total 125 
 

Occupation 

Media reports do not 
always include reference 
to perpetrators’ 
employment / 
occupation; this is 
unknown in respect of 81 
perpetrators (65%). 

 

 
 
  

Substance use Number 

Substance use 19 

Total 19 
 

Substance Use 

Regular use and/or 
problematic use was 
indicated in media reports 
and/or official documents 
in 19 cases. 
 
 

 

At least 30 perpetrators 
had used drugs and/or 
alcohol before/during the 
femicide. 

 Use of Alcohol/Drugs at Time of Femicide Number 

Alcohol 14 

Drugs & Alcohol 11 

Drugs 5 

Total 30 
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Health issue   Number 

Mental Health 9 

Gambling/Debt 3 

Physical Health 1 

Total 13 
 

Health  

Ten perpetrators had one 
or more health issue (and 
some men had 
substance/alcohol 
difficulties and other 
health needs). 

 

 
 
  Disability    Number 

Mental Illness 23 

Autism 1 

Chronic Disease 1 

Total 25 
 

Disability 

Twenty-four men were 
identified as having one 
or more disabilities. 
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History of Violence Against Women 

Seventy-one men (57%) were known to have histories of violence against women 
and/or were subject to monitoring or restrictions by a statutory agency at the time 
they killed a woman. 

 
History of abuse/violence against women Number % of all 

perpetrators 
Round 

Yes – not reported 29 23.2 24 

Yes – convicted 17 13.6 14 

History of Violence/Offending – Sex of victim(s) 
unknown 

14 11.2 11 

To be determined 8 6.4 7 

Yes – subject to bail conditions at time of femicide 617 4.8 5 

Yes – restraining order/injunction 6 4.8 5 

Yes – police outcome unknown 4 3.2 3 

Yes – no action taken 4 3.2 3 

Yes – subject to licence at time of femicide 418 3.2 3 

Yes – not convicted / case dropped 4 3.2 3 

Yes – ineffective response 3 2.4 2 

Yes – subject to life licence at time of femicide 219 1.6 2 

Yes – community order 1 0.8 <1 

Yes – registered Sex Offender at time of femicide 1 0.8 <1 

 

More than one of the above categories applied to some perpetrators, hence the 
number of positive responses is greater than the total number of perpetrators with 
known histories of violence against women.  

 
17 In respect of femicide victim n=5. In respect of another victim n=1 (the perpetrator was under investigation for 
sexual assault and rape of a woman. Whilst on bail, he sexually assaulted and inflicted more than 90 injuries on the 
femicide victim). 
18 One perpetrator was on extended licence for sexual assault of a woman in 2013. He left the woman unconscious 
after hitting and strangling her. He suffocated and strangled to death a woman he met on an escorting site. A 
second perpetrator was on a 10-year extended licence for rape and assault when he murdered his wife by 
strangling her and then cutting her throat with a Stanley knife. In 2014, he had served a 20-month sentence for 
strangling her.  The two remaining perpetrators had numerous convictions for a range of offences including violent 
offences against women and men, criminal damage and public order offences. One had been released nine days 
before sexually assaulting, strangling and beating to death a woman in the street. The second was on licence for 
drug offences. He stabbed to death his partner, her mother, her grandmother and her grandmother's husband. 
19 One perpetrator had been sentenced to an indeterminate sentence of imprisonment for Public Protection with 
a minimum term of six years. He was released subject to life licence and on the Sex Offenders Register as a 
consequence of convictions in 2009 of rape, sexual assault and GBH (section 20). In 2022, he was convicted of the 
murder, rape and sexual assault of a woman he met at a health and wellbeing college run by the local NHS mental 
health trust.  A second perpetrator was on licence for a life sentence for three counts of rape against a woman in 
her 50s. He was released seven months prior to the murder of his former partner's mother. The court heard the 
perpetrator indecently assaulted the victim before stabbing her 48 times.   
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Men’s histories of violence against women are routinely hidden, under-reported, 
minimised and/or unknown, so that in reality, more men than we have been able to 
identify are likely to have histories of violence against women.  
 
 
 
Perpetrators Who Killed Since 2022 

One perpetrator went on to kill another woman in 2023. He was on bail under 
investigation for killing his partner, included in this report, in February 2022. In June 
2023, he killed a second partner. Both women had complained to police about his 
coercive and controlling behaviour and his violence towards them. He was convicted 
of double murder and sentenced to a minimum of 35 years imprisonment.   
 
 
 

Use of Sex Industry 

Four men were known to use prostitution or pornography. One perpetrator killed a 
woman he had contacted through an ‘escorting’ website. Giving evidence, he said he 
slapped her when she was 'smirking' during sex. He strangled her to death. Another 
perpetrator – a registered sex offender and subject to life licence – searched the 
internet for ‘rape’, ‘bondage’ and ‘biracial rough sex’ in the days prior to the sexually 
motivated murder of a 26-year-old woman. She was tied up, filmed and strangled with 
a ligature. The probation service had previously described him as being preoccupied 
with sexual violence and had assessed him as being of medium risk of reoffending. A 
third perpetrator is believed to have strangled his partner before arranging a meeting 
with an escort. He was charged with murder and granted conditional bail. He was 
found dead at his bail address. 

Use of Sex Industry Number 

Pornography 2 

Prostitution 2 

Total 4 

 
 
 

Online Dating, Social Media, Cyber-Stalking & IT 

At least 26 perpetrators used digital technology in some form in connection to the 
femicide.  

Online dating / social media / IT / cyberstalking Number 

Yes 26 

Total 26 
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Criminal Justice Outcomes 
 
 

Charges 
Homicide charges were brought against 111 men. Twelve men killed themselves at 
the time or after the killing and before charges were brought. One perpetrator was 
found unfit to be interviewed by police. In another case20, no criminal charges were 
brought regarding the death of a woman who a coroner found had taken her own life 
due to ‘an emotionally abusive relationship’.   

 

Criminal Justice Charge (Homicide Only) Number % Of Perpetrators 
Charged 

Round 

Charged with Murder 100 90.09  90 

Charged with Double Murder 6 5.41 5 

Charged with Multiple Murder 3 2.7 3 

Charged with Manslaughter 1 0.9 <1 

Charged with Manslaughter on the Grounds of 
Diminished Responsibility 

1 0.9 <1 

Total 111 100 100 

 
  

 
20 In a landmark ruling at the High Court, the cause of death for one victim was revised. The Record of Inquest 
now states that the victim took her own life due to ‘an emotionally abusive relationship’. 
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/battling-parents-win-landmark-ruling-29369032 

https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/battling-parents-win-landmark-ruling-29369032
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Twenty-seven perpetrators faced at least one other charge.  

Criminal Justice Charge Number of  
Charges 

% of Perpetrators 
Charged with Additional 

Offence 

Round 

Charged with Rape or Sexual assault 721 25.73 26 

Charged with Assault 6 22.22 22 

Charged with Perverting the Course of Justice 5 18.52 19 

Charged with Attempted Murder 4 14.81 15 

Charged with Possessing an Offensive Weapon 4 14.81 15 

Charged with Burglary 2 7.41 7 

Charged with Coercive or Controlling Behaviour 2 7.41 7 

Charged with Fraud 2 7.41 7 

Charged with GBH / attempted GBH 2 7.41 7 

Charged with Wounding with Intent 2 7.41 7 

Charged with Arson 1 3.70 4 

Charged with Arson with Intent to Endanger Life 1 3.70 4 

Charged with Prevention of lawful burial 1 3.70 4 

Charged with Rape in respect of another victim 1 3.70 4 

Total 40 n/a n/a 

 

  

 
21 One perpetrator was charged with rape and sexual assault of the femicide victim. Three perpetrators were 
charged with rape of the femicide victim, and one perpetrator was charged with sexual assault of another victim. 
Two perpetrators were charged with sexual assault of the femicide victim.  



 

32 femicide census 2022 

 
Pleas 

Three perpetrators charged with murder were found unfit to plea. Two perpetrators 
killed themselves after they were charged with murder. One perpetrator charged with 
murder died in prison on remand (an inquest is pending in his case).   

Plea Number % Round 

Not Guilty to Murder 39 31.97% 32 

Guilty to Murder 30 24.59% 25 

Guilty to Manslaughter on Grounds of Diminished Responsibility 16 13.11% 13 

Other – Deceased 15 12.30% 12 

Guilty to Manslaughter  14 11.48% 11 

Unfit to plea 3 2.46% 2 

No Charges Brought 2 1.64% 2 

Guilty to Culpable Homicide 1 0.82% 1 

No Plea 1 0.82% 1 

Not Guilty to Manslaughter 1 0.82% 1 

Total 122 100% 100 

 
 
  

Perpetrator Narratives Number 

Accident 15 

Blaming third party/ies 7 

Other 6 

Blaming the victim 2 

Memory loss (re crime) 1 

Total 31 

 
 

Legal defences Number 

Mental health / diminished responsibility 9 

Self-defence 5 

Loss of control (as partial defence) 3 

Total 17 
 

Legal defences and 
narratives 
surrounding killings 

The Femicide Census 
records the narratives that 
are raised in the course of 
a trial as well as the legal 
defences put forward by 
the perpetrators.  
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Criminal Justice Outcomes 

Of 105 men charged with murder (including double or multiple murder), 74 (70%) 
were convicted of murder. Six men are awaiting trial.  

 
Criminal Justice Outcome (murder charged only) Number % 

Guilty of Murder  
Including  
3 double murder  
3 multiple murder 

74 70.48 

Guilty of Manslaughter on the Grounds of Diminished Responsibility 
Including: 
2 Double Manslaughter on the Grounds of Diminished Responsibility 

12 11.43 

Guilty of Manslaughter 
Including: 
1 Double Manslaughter 

6 5.71 

Awaiting trial / Trial ongoing 6 5.71 

Killed himself After the Offence 2 1.90 

Other – Trial of facts\Responsible for the act 2 1.90 

Died in Prison on Remand 1 0.95 

Not Guilty of Murder 1 0.95 

Not Guilty of Murder by Reason of Insanity 1 0.95 

Other – Deceased 1 0.95 

Total 105 100 
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A detailed breakdown of all outcomes are listed below: 

Criminal Justice Outcome Number % of all 
Perpetrators 

Guilty of Murder 
Including: 
3 Double Murder 
3 Multiple Murder 

74 60.66 

Guilty of Manslaughter on the Grounds of Diminished Responsibility 
Including: 
2 Double Manslaughter on the Grounds of Diminished Responsibility 

13 10.66 

Killed Himself at Time of Offence 9 7.38 

Guilty of Manslaughter 
Including: 
1 Double Manslaughter 

7 5.74 

Awaiting trial / Trial ongoing 6 4.92 

Guilty of Rape\In respect of femicide victim (n=2) 
Guilty of Sexual Assault\In respect of femicide victim (n=3)  

5 4.10 

Guilty of Possessing an Offensive Weapon 5 4.10 

Guilty of Conspiracy to Murder 4 3.28 

Guilty of Perverting the Course of Justice 4 3.28 

Guilty of Assault 3 2.46 

Guilty of Wounding with Intent 3 2.46 

Killed Himself after Offence 3 2.46 

Other – Deceased 3 2.46 

Guilty of Arson 2 1.64 

Guilty of Attempted Murder 2 1.64 

Guilty of Fraud 2 1.64 

Guilty of GBH / attempted GBH 2 1.64 

No Charges Brought 2 1.64 

Other – Trial of facts\Responsible for the act 2 1.64 

Died in Prison on Remand 1 0.82 

Guilty of Arson with Intent to Endanger Life 1 0.82 

Guilty of Burglary 1 0.82 

Guilty of Coercive or Controlling Behaviour 1 0.82 

Guilty of Preventing Lawful Burial 1 0.82 

Not Guilty of Murder (Scotland – Mental Disorder) 1 0.82 

Not Guilty of Murder by Reason of Insanity 1 0.82 

Total 158 n/a 
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Sentencing 
  

Prison Sentence – Double Murder Number 

30 Years 1 

35 Years 1 

40 Years 122 

Total 3 

 

 

Prison Sentence – Multiple Murders Number 

40 Years 123 

>40 Years 224 

Total 3 
 

Guilty of Double & 
Multiple Murder 

Minimum terms ranged 
between 30 years to 40 
years for double murder 
and 40 years and 46 years 
for multiple murders. 

 

 

 
22 The perpetrator murdered his wife and their disabled daughter. It is reported that he tried and failed to kill 
himself. He went onto represent himself in court, arguing that the killings were justified as punishment for his wife 
when he separated from him and that their daughter was his ‘property’.  
23 The perpetrator was convicted of killing his wife and their two children.  
24  One perpetrator was convicted of four counts of murder for killing his former partner, her mother, her 
grandmother and her grandmother’s partner. The second was convicted of three counts of murder, as well as 
arson, for killing his neighbour and her two children in a fire following a dispute about rubbish.  
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Prison Sentence – One Count of Murder Number 

12.5 Years 1 

13.5 Years 1 

14 Years 1 

15 Years 3 

15.5 Years 2 

17 Years 4 

17.5 Years 2 

18 Years 3 

19 Years 3 

20 Years 9 

21 Years 6 

22 Years 3 

23 Years 3 

23.5 Years 1 

24 Years 2 

24.5 Years 1 

25 Years 5 

27 Years 1 

28 Years 1 

29 Years 3 

30 Years 1 

31 Years 1 

32 Years 2 

33 Years 2 

34 Years 1 

35 Years 1 

40> 525 

Total 68 
 

Guilty of Murder 

Minimum terms ranged 
between 12.5 years to 
46 years.   

 

 

  

 
25 These relate to the high-profile shootings of two women in unrelated killings. The perpetrators were convicted 
of numerous offences, including conspiracy to murder, attempted murder and wounding with intent. All five men 
had extensive offending histories and links to gang related violence. 
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Sentence – Double Manslaughter Number 

Indefinite Hospital Order 1 

Total 1 
 

Guilty of Double 
Manslaughter 

 

 
 
  

Sentence – Manslaughter Number 

10.5 Years 1 

12 Years 1 

19 Years 1 

21 Years 1 

Awaiting Sentence 1 

Indefinite Hospital Order 1 

Total 6 
 

Guilty of 
Manslaughter  

 

 
 
  

Sentence – Double Manslaughter with 
Diminished Responsibility 

Number 

Indefinite Hospital Order 2 

Total 2 

 
 

Sentence – Manslaughter with Diminished 
Responsibility 

Total 

Indefinite Hospital Order 9 

Awaiting Sentence 1 

Suspended Sentence 126 

Total 11 
 

Guilty of 
Manslaughter on the 
Grounds of 
Diminished 
Responsibility 

 

 
 
  Order Imposed Number        

Detained/Awaiting Sentence 127     
Indefinite Hospital Order 3    
Total 4    

 

Hospital Orders 
 

 
 

 

 
26 The court accepted the killing as an ‘act of mercy’. The perpetrator received a two-year suspended sentence.  
27 The perpetrator was found responsible for the killing in a trial of facts.  
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