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The Femicide Census 
 

10-year report on men’s fatal violence 
against women in the UK 2009 – 2018 
 
This report brings together the killings of 1,425 women and girls aged 14 
and over and the 1,419 men who ended their lives between 2009 and 
2018. 

The report finds that the numbers of women killed per year, the methods 
used, the contexts in which women are killed and their relationships with 
the men who kill them have changed little over the ten-year period.  The 
Femicide Census is not prepared to accept that this is inevitable and that 
we should merely be grateful that the numbers have stayed the same and 
not increased.  

The title of this report is a genuine quote from a woman predicting her 
own killing. Too many of the women in this report and their loved ones 
may equally have said, or thought, something similar.  

Our findings confirm the view of the Femicide Census that this is indeed 
one of the greatest public policy failures of the decade and so we urge 
renewed efforts to challenge male violence, hold perpetrators to account 
and, importantly, hold the State to account in its obligation to respect, 
protect and fulfil women’s human rights. 

The report identifies a range of actions for Government, policing and the 
criminal justice system, for law and policy, for data capture and 
accessibility, for technology and media and for support services for 
women subjected to male violence. 
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What is the Femicide Census? 
The Femicide Census is a unique source of comprehensive information 
about women who have been killed in the UK and the men who have killed 
them. Launched in 2015, we released our first report ‘Redefining an 
Isolated Incident’ an analysis of the deaths of women killed between 2009 
and 2015, in 2016. Since then, we have released a report every year, 
looking at femicide in the UK in 2016, 2017 and 2018.  

Aim of the Femicide Census 
The Femicide Census honours and commemorates the women killed and 
aims to provide a clear account of men’s fatal violence against women in 
the UK to aid the prevention of men’s violence against women and shed 
light on the trends and patterns therein. We hope that the data is used by 
those who control the response to men’s endemic violence against 
women to change policy, law, practice and address attitudes and 
behaviours so that fewer women are harmed and killed each year and 
perpetrators are held accountable. 

Methodology 
The Femicide Census draws on publicly verified material on the killings of 
women in all forms of male violence (not only in domestic violence) in 
order to compile the data which are stored in a specialist database initially 
obtained from police forces in response to Freedom of Information 
requests. Where available, other publicly verifiable sources such as 
Independent Office of Police Conduct investigations, Coroners’ reports 
and Domestic Homicide Reviews are used. These sources are 
supplemented by consulting a minimum of three media sources (where 
available) for each killing.  

The methodology chapter of the report gives detailed information about 
inclusion criteria for cases and some 117 additional cases that were 
excluded from the analysis.  
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Findings  

Distribution 
Over the ten-year period, this report found between 124 and 168 women 
killed by men every year, that is 1,425 victims killed and the lives of their 
families and loved-ones, disrupted and torn apart. 

Victim and perpetrator profiles 
The findings look, in some detail, at the 1,419 perpetrators and at the 
1,425 victims, specifically at details relating to; age, occupation, ethnicity, 
health including disabilities and problematic substance use, and sexual 
orientation. 

Age 
Overwhelmingly, the majority of women killed by men were aged between 
26 and 55. Women in this age group accounted for 59% of all victims 
across the ten-year period. Women aged 66 and over accounted for 14% 
of victims and 3% of victims were young women aged under 18 The six 
youngest victims were aged 14, the minimum age for inclusion in the 
Femicide Census, and the oldest victim was aged 100. 66% of 
perpetrators were aged between 26 – 55 years old. The youngest killer 
was 13 and the oldest was 96 years old. 

Ethnicity 
Data on race and ethnicity is drawn solely from police responses to 
Freedom of Information requests. The lack of meaningful, verified data on 
ethnicity is an ongoing problem and a major state failing. Without accurate 
ethnicity data, opportunities for prevention may be missed and levels of 
understanding about femicides, and the role of racism and discrimination 
as barriers to access to justice, is obscured. From information available, 
the report found that 1,150 (81%) of perpetrators were British born, or 
believed to be so, and 1,191 (84%) of victims were British born, or 
believed to be so. All too often media choose to focus in detail on cases 
where either victim or perpetrator was born outside the UK often causing 
the misconception that this is a “foreign” problem and helping to feed 
often racist and stereotypical prejudices.  
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Mental health and problematic substance use 
The study also finds that mental health issues and issues of problematic 
substance use were common among victims. 115 victims had a disability, 
116 had problematic substance use and 252 had other health issues. 
Victims often may have developed mental health problems and substance 
use issues, in part, as a response or coping strategy to the violence to 
which they were subjected. In other cases, perpetrators had targeted 
victims because of their vulnerabilities.  Equally, mental health issues and 
problematic substance use were common among perpetrators too. 143 
perpetrators had a disability, 393 perpetrators or 27% had health issues 
and 263 (8%) had problematic substance use. From 2013-18, 40% of son-
mother and 36% of grandson-grandmother (or step-grandmother) 
femicides involved the mental health of the perpetrator as a secondary 
context. 

Femicides 
Examining the ten years’ of femicides, the report made some key and 
consistent findings about: the method and location of the killings, the role 
of separation in the killings, other victims, including children, affected by 
the killings, the relationships and context of the killings and the history of 
violence. 

Relationships 
By far the most common relationship consistently over the ten years 
between the perpetrator and the victim was that of current or ex-spouse 
or intimate partner being 888 of 1,425 cases (62%). The next most 
common relationship between victim and perpetrator was familial (10%) 
with 111 women being killed by their sons and a further 32 women killed 
by another male relative. Only 8% of cases involved total strangers. 
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Relationship to perpetrator: main categories 

 

Separation  
Of those who were killed by a 
current or ex-spouse/partner, 
378 (43%) had separated or 
taken steps to separate and 89% 
of these were killed within the 
first year and 38% within the first 
month of having separated/ 
taken steps to separate. This 
highlights the fact that leaving is 
often a risk factor for escalated 
violence and that just because a 
woman leaves – or has left – a 
perpetrator does not mean she 
is free of the danger. 

Location 
A consistent finding across the ten years was that most commonly women 
were killed “at home”; be that the shared victim/perpetrator home in 554 
cases (39%), the victim’s own home in 443 cases (31%) or the perpetrator’s 
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home in 116 cases (8%). This reinforces the fact that home is often the 
least safe place for women even when she has her own property.  

Method and overkilling 
The methods of killing also remained consistent throughout the ten years 
with killing using a sharp instrument being most common (675 cases or 
47%). This was followed by strangulation or asphyxiation (387 cases or 
27%) and by use of a blunt instrument in 242 cases (16%) and hitting, 
kicking or stamping in 210 cases (15%). In as many as 55% of cases 
overkilling was evident: that is where the violence used to achieve the 
killing was far in excess of what would have sufficed. The emphasis on the 
“use of a weapon” as an aggravating factor for assaults in public, has a 
discriminatory impact on sentencing for assaults on women. Women are 
predominantly victims of domestic violence in the home where every 
household object may be a weapon – an ashtray, a frying pan, an iron, an 
ironing board, a scarf, the flex from electrical gadgets, a belt, a cushion – 
yet no such aggravating factor is brought to bear in her case. 

Methods of killing 
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Children and other victims 
In at least 488 cases (34%) it was known that the woman killed had a child 
or children under the age of 18 years at the time of her killing, in 29 cases 
she was pregnant when she was killed. In 388 cases there were known to 
be other victims directly harmed at the killing of whom 174 were also killed. 

Prior abuse histories 
Over the ten-year period, a history of prior abuse of the victim by the 
perpetrator was evident in at least 611 cases, constituting 59% of 1,042 
femicides committed by intimate partners or relatives (clearly the category 
does not apply across all relationship categories, for example where the 
perpetrator was not known to the victim.) The report also found that in 67% 
of cases, victims (in killings involved or current or ex-partner or spouse) 
had spoken to someone about the violence to which the perpetrator 
subjected them; whether this was to family, friend, police or other agency. 
The report also found that in 46% of all cases (658) the perpetrator had a 
history of violence, whether against this victim or against other people. 
Indeed, in 29 cases the perpetrator had killed before; in 20 cases, women 
and in nine cases, men and, in one case, the perpetrator was a serial killer.   

Sexual violence 
Charges, convictions and trials – the sources from which data are drawn – 
may not always focus on sexual violence that may have occurred in the 
killing.  Consequently, we believe the findings relating to sexual violence 
are likely to be an underestimate. However, the report found that 57 
killings were specifically sexually motivated and that 83 killings clearly 
involved sexual violence. In some cases, the perpetrator had also violated 
the body after the killing in various ways including explicitly sexual 
mutilations. In 76 cases, there was explicit reference to the perpetrator’s 
use of the sex industry, however, given the high degree of normalisation 
or the sex industry and of sexual violence, this is likely to be a significant 
undercount. 

  



 8 Executive Summary 

Criminal Justice Outcomes - pleas, charges 
and sentences  
The report examined the criminal justice outcomes in femicides. There are 
difficulties about gathering and reporting reliable data as pleas and 
charges often change in the run up to, and during the trial and not all 
developments are reported.  

The report found that in 884 cases (62%), the perpetrator received a 
verdict and sentence for murder, often with quite substantial sentences. 
In 237 cases, (17%) the perpetrator received a manslaughter/culpable 
homicide verdict. The permissible range of sentencing in manslaughter is 
broad and linked to degrees of culpability and aggravating factors so the 
sentencing range was similarly broad – ranging from as low as one year 
up to 21 years.  

Looking specifically at murder and manslaughter sentences in intimate 
partner femicides, of 571 murder sentences, 290 were for 18 years or less 
and of these 27 were for 12 years or less. However, of 105 manslaughter 
verdicts in intimate partner homicides, 83 perpetrators received 18 years 
or less and (of these) 61 received 8 years or less. This suggests there may 
be merit in more detailed examination of sentencing in intimate partner 
femicides. 

Background and Acknowledgments 
The Femicide Census was founded and is directed by Karen Ingala Smith 
and Clarrie O’Callaghan, growing from Karen’s work Counting Dead 
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We would like to thank the research and writing team who have worked 
on the project: Dr Julia Long, Heather Harvey, Deirdre Brennan, Emily 
Wertans, Rosie Allen, Keshia Harper and Katie Elliott 

We are extremely grateful to Edith Eligator and Treebeard Trust for their 
support and funding which has greatly assisted in the development of the 
Femicide Census and this report. We also express our thanks to 
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer and Deloitte LLP for their extensive 
support which has been integral to the project. We thank Women’s Aid, 
particularly Hilary Fisher, for their support in developing the project. We 
also wish to thank staff at nia alongside whom we have worked on the 
Femicide Project. 
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